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by Marina Andrews
LymeBlog News

Lexington, KY- Last
fall one tiny Lyme disease-suf-
fering person, Jill Kuschel, told
the Minnesota Lyme Action
Group, "I want to have a 5K
race and walk to raise money
for Lyme disease. I know noth-
ing about holding a 5K but I
can call this lady who heads
one every year. What do you
think?" 

On Saturday, May 5th,
only seven months later, Jill
watched hundreds of walkers
and runners fill the 3.2 mile
course in Forest Lake,
Minnesota, proving her little
idea was worth all the effort
that went into the Minnesota
Lyme Action Group's first
"Walk--for someone who
can't/Run for Research".

Jill shouldered much of
the organizing work for the
Lyme-Walk fundraiser to bene-
fit the Minnesota Insect-Borne
Disease Education Council
even though five other women
volunteered to be on the
event's planning committee. 

Like Jill, four of the
five other planners suffer from
Lyme disease. At times, the
Lyme-caused limitations of
committee members made
planning the Lyme-Walk feel

like a walk in the dark. Not
one of the Jill's five volunteers
had ever organized a fundrais-
er.

I was one of those vol-
unteers but I was completely in

the dark on how to raise
money.

"Tap the people you
know in the area for dona-
tions," the committee told me. 

Okay. I could do that. If

I had to embarrass myself with
my unpolished donation-seek-
ing performance, I'd at least
know the people I'd be stand-
ing in front of, blushing and
stammering. 

First stop, my insurance
man. He wrote out a check on
the spot! Next stop, the gal
who used to cut my hair twenty
years ago, she owned her own
salon now, which looked pros-
perous. She remembered me
and offered a duffel bag full of
hair care products. Another
success! What about the veteri-
narian who'd cared for my ani-
mals for more than twenty
years? He wrote out a check
too. 

Feeling pretty good
about myself and my fund-rais-
ing capabilities, I wondered
what more I could do. With the
phrase "walk for someone who
can't" stuck in my head I
thought of friends like Tory in
Madison, Wisconsin whose
chronic Lyme disease keeps
her in a wheelchair she may
never leave. Was there a way
to show the world, or at least 
people in Forest Lake,
Minnesota, that thousands of
people like Tory endure pro-
found crippling effects of
Lyme disease?

For many home-bound 
“Run”...cont’d on pg 12

Walk For those Who Can’t,
Run for Research

Minnesota Group Holds 5K Run for Lyme Disease Awareness 

Marina Andrews & Lyme-Walk organizers in Forest Lake, Minnesota pur-
chased bulk copies of  Public Health Alert for walkers, runners, and anyone
who attended the May 5th event. One organizer said, "We liked the potpourri
boxes of back issues. Every article of every issue is still current in Lyme dis-
ease. People were thrilled to have so much information given to them for
free."

Wisconsin Lyme Doctor Under Fire
During Governor-Proclaimed 

“Lyme Disease Awareness Month”
by PJ Langhoff

Three Lakes, WI - He
drives an old pickup truck,
wears cowboy boots and would
rather spend time in his cabin
in the woods than in the public
eye. When he drives through
town, everyone who is anyone
waves to the man, a well-
known, good-hearted "old-
school" country doctor. When a
Lyme patient could not afford
the cost of a certified service
animal, the physician went to
great lengths to facilitate the
certification for the patient's
dog "Jetta" after the animal
underwent appropriate training. 

Physician Gregory
Hoffmann has dedicated his
entire life to serving patients in
northern Wisconsin in general
practice, for pain management,
and for the last several years,
for the treatment of Lyme dis-
ease. His fees would make any
mainstream physician blush,
often providing services pro
bono, and even meeting out-of-
state patients at a motel when
they were too sick to travel
further. 

Recently, despite cur-
rent personal problems with
the state, this dedicated doctor
drove several hours over the
weekend on a holiday to per-
sonally visit one of his patients

following her abdominal sur-
gery, for no other reason than
because that is the kind of doc-
tor he is. Like his Father and
Grandfather before him, who
were both physicians, this doc-
tor derives his satisfaction
from being able to help cure ill
patients, many of whom have
been turned away by tradition-
al clinics, especially for Lyme
disease, and many who have
precious little more than
"thanks" to offer him. His
patients are not only local, but
those who make a pilgrimage
from other states in order to
receive the type of compas-
sionate, individualized care in
this evolving area of medicine,
that is often missing from larg-
er practices.

As a reward for a life-
time of low fees and dedicated
service, the "thanks" he is
receiving of late is coming
from a different arena.
"Country doc" Hoffmann, is in
the process of being investigat-
ed by the Wisconsin
Department of Regulation and
Licensing (and ultimately) the
Wisconsin Medical Examining
Board for alleged complaints
that seem a pretext for attack-
ing Dr. Hoffmann's treatment
of patients with Lyme disease.
The investigation is all the
more confounding when you

consider that just weeks ago,
Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle
signed a proclamation declar-
ing the month of May, "Lyme
Disease Awareness Month" for
the state. The prosecuting
attorney in the case against
Hoffmann is Arthur Thexton,
known for prosecuting "alter-
native" medicine practitioners.

The pretext involves
Hoffmann's decision to deny a

former patient a prescription
for controlled substances upon
concluding that the patient was
abusing narcotics. Apparently
the former patient, through an
attorney, contacted Thexton
saying, "We're going to get
him." Either unaware or in
spite of this motivation,
Thexton decided to try and
make a case out of the allega-
“Lyme Doc”...cont’d on pg 13

Laura
Zeller

Diving For a
Cure: Part 2

HBOT
Therapy

p.6

Obituaries
Gay Butler, Tx

Karen J. Rose, Tx
Jimmy Duarte, Mass

p. 18

Nation Wide 
Support Group Listings

ALS/ Lou Gherig’s disease
Multiple Sclerosis

Lyme Disease
p. 19


